GET INVOLVED
COAT DRIVE

NOW - DECEMBER

As we prepare for winter, new durable and warm coats are
needed for our families. Coat donations are accepted on
Thursdays and Fridays between 9am and 2pm.

HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS MONTH
NOVEMBER

BECOME A
SHELTER SUSTAINER!
Streamline your giving with
an easy monthly donation

Join us by raising awareness for
homelessness in the Lehigh Valley. We
are looking for individuals who want
to take action through volunteering or
by holding fundraisers and donation
drives!

GIVING TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 30

The Sixth Street Shelter offers 25 individual
apartments for families experiencing
homelessness. Each family is provided with
their own apartment to ensure their safety
and privacy while they work tirelessly saving
money, searching for stable, long-term
housing, and addressing the challenges that
led to their homelessness.
As the Shelter pivots and evolves with the
challenges that COVID-19 has brought with
it, we have found a need for more staff, an
increase in building improvements and
upkeep, and a need for more resources
for our residents. Your monthly donation –
whether it’s $5 or $50 – helps to sustain our
programs.
For more information, contact Erin Dallago
at 484.893.1137.

Giving Tuesday is a global generosity
movement. We hope you’ll consider
supporting Sixth Street Shelter by
donating to help us reach our $4,500
goal!

HOLIDAY GIFT DRIVE
NOVEMBER - DECEMBER
We are committed to spreading
cheer to our residents through our
annual Holiday Gift Drive! Due to the
ongoing pandemic, we’re limiting
direct contact again this season.
You can support our efforts with a
donation, by purchasing gift cards, or
shopping our Amazon wish list!

VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SHOP
THE HOLIDAY WISH LIST FOR
CONTACTLESS DELIVERY!

Learn more or DONATE ONLINE
at sixthstreetshelter.ORG
219 N. 6th St.
Allentown, PA 18102

610.435.1490
SixthStreetShelter.org
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Empowered By Community
Jacqueline Rodriguez first arrived at Sixth Street
Shelter with her son, Angel, in April 2012.
Her housing had fallen through, and she
was fortunate enough to stay with her Pastor
temporarily, but knew she had to find other
accommodations soon. At the time, she was in
school and completely on her own.
Jacqueline heard about Sixth Street Shelter and
our long-term transitional housing programs in
Allentown and Easton. She found out that with
a referral, she might qualify for the transitional
program as long as she remained in school and
maintained her GPA. After moving into the
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Shelter, she developed a Family
Service Plan (which included
employment and education
goals) with the help of her
caseworker. Shortly after, she
transitioned to the long-term
transitional housing program and
saw that she possessed the strength
and independence needed to become
self-sufficient. Jacqueline experienced
moments of doubt and fear but she pressed on and reminded
herself that she was going to take care of herself and her son.
Soon she was enrolled in college to start working toward her bachelor’s
degree. She worked hard every day, even though some of the courses
and the material didn’t come easy. Jacqueline was able to maintain a
3.57 GPA, and as someone who grew up in special education classes,
she said, “I was always told that I would never amount to anything, so
graduating with a 3.57 GPA was the proudest moment of my life.”
She credits community resources available to people experiencing
homelessness as part of her success, explaining, “I researched every
single program I was eligible for, and I never gave up on myself. Even
when people turned their backs on me, I didn’t give up. I wanted to
show my son that people can succeed and that when we succeed
together, we can make a difference.”
Jacqueline was also touched by the number of supportive women
she met while in the transitional housing program. She was able to
surround herself with this community of women who all looked out
for one another, encouraging one another and being there for each
other when they needed it most. They spent holidays and birthdays
together, worked together to set good examples for their children,
and became a family. Jacqueline said having this network of support
was one of the most impactful aspects of the program for her.
Since completing the program, she notes that her life has changed in
so many ways, “I am stronger, more independent, I have

more faith in myself and I know I can accomplish
anything.”

Jacqueline is excited for what the future holds. She is working towards
her master’s degree and starting a mentoring program for single
mothers. She wants to create a program where women empower
each other, encourage one another and build each other up, just like
they did when she was in our transitional housing program.

Executive SIXTH STREET SNAPSHOT
Director’s
Corner
Everyone at the Shelter has missed seeing
members of the community volunteering
and visiting the Shelter over the past year and
a half. During COVID-19 lockdowns, we had
to temporarily close many of our programs
and limit interactions with volunteers, interns,
and donors.
We’ve been longing for the enthusiasm that
each person brought with them during their
visits to the Shelter. Unfortunately, just as we
were eagerly anticipating rolling up our
sleeves and welcoming back everyone who
helps make the Shelter run, it seems that
COVID-19 is rearing its ugly head again.

Q&A with Maison Allen,
Volunteer Coordinator
Check out our new mural in the lobby area at the Shelter! “Outsid
e
Magnified” was completed by Jenaye Paulette Saunders as
an Eagle
Scout project.

Looking for a team-building event for your
company or scout troop? We still have a
variety of ways you can get involved and
give back. From painting, to gardening,
to resume assistance, there are so many
opportunities for your group to work together
and perform needed community services in
a safe manner, either in-person or virtually.
One of the most amazing parts of my job are
the triumphs I am fortunate to witness from
past residents of the Shelter. Hearing about
someone’s successes is what it’s all about for
us at the Shelter. We aim to give people the
tools they need to succeed and accomplish
their goals and dreams. You can play a key
role in their successes!

Dawn Godshall, Executive Director
Community Action Lehigh Valley
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Maison Allen joined our agency in
June, bringing experience in health
education from Planned Parenthood and
membership engagement from Lehigh Valley
Zoo. She is a graduate of Moravian University in Bethlehem.
When she’s not on the job, she enjoys hiking, swimming, roller
skating, and enjoying the outdoors.

What does your job entail?

In an effort to protect our families, volunteers,
staff, and the community, we are taking a
cautious approach to relaunching our inperson volunteering program and will be
scheduling opportunities on a case-by-case
basis (and factoring community conditions
into our decision).
We still have many ways you can help
virtually! School is back in-person, and I had
missed listening to the kids’ shoes stomping
down the stairs and out the door to school.
Our kids need uniforms, undergarments,
socks, shoes, and PPE to safely attend! Other
ways to support our kiddos are available
too. Let’s plan a virtual reading hour, book
swap, movie night, game day, or a science
project!

STAFF
SPOTLIGHT
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As Volunteer Coordinator, my job
is to oversee all volunteers and
opportunities at Community Action
Lehigh Valley, with a primary focus on
working with volunteers at Sixth Street
Shelter and Second Harvest Food Bank.

If you’re
interested in
volunteering,
please contact
Maison at
484.893.1129

What is something you wish everyone knew about
homelessness?
I wish there could be more compassion when it comes to
discussing homelessness. All too often, we think of people
experiencing homelessness as burdens on society rather
than thinking of them as members of society who we have
failed by not making sure their basic human needs are met.
Experiencing homelessness doesn’t mean that an individual
has failed but rather that we don’t have enough systems in
place in our society to make sure everyone is being taken
care of.
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So far, my favorite part of my job is how multi-faceted our
impact is. Not only do we help all the families we serve by
providing them with housing, but we impact the lives of our
volunteers too by educating them. My hope is that volunteers
leave the Shelter eager to learn and do more to end
homelessness.

OUR IMPACT
IN 2020-21
80 families

stayed at Sixth Street
Shelter, including

105 adults
&
172 children
27 families

stayed at our
transitional housing
programs in Allentown
and Easton

142 children

moved to virtual
learning with the help
of our caseworkers

27parents

enrolled in
educational classes
and programming

What are some specific volunteer opportunities at
the Sixth Street Shelter?
The Shelter has volunteer opportunities that pop up all the
time! Weekly volunteer opportunities include donation
sorting and gardening. It’s a good idea to check our website
often though, as new opportunities are always being added.
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