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THE JOURNEY: FROM RECEIVING
ASSISTANCE TO GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
SMALL VICTORIES LEAD TO LONG TERM
SUCCESS.

In October of 2015, Nelisa’s perseverance was rewarded
when she secured a job with Paychex as a Payroll
Specialist. With the help of the Shelter’s resources and
by growing her savings diligently, Nelisa and her family
were able to move into a place of their own in early
2016. Today, Nelisa is enjoying a rewarding career and
feels optimistic about her family’s future.

THE REWARD OF BEING IN A POSITION TO
GIVE BACK.

SOMETIMES, EVEN WHEN YOU DO
EVERYTHING RIGHT, THINGS CAN STILL GO
TERRIBLY WRONG.
Meet Nelisa, a single mother who was working tirelessly to
provide for her four children when she unexpectedly lost
her job. No income meant there was no money for rent
and Nelisa arrived at the Sixth Street Shelter in July, 2015,
with a challenging road ahead for herself and her family.
Not only was she in search of a job and a home, Nelisa’s
youngest son, Shawn, needed surgery to close two
holes in his heart. In the months that followed, Nelisa
never worried about food or diapers because she
received what she needed from our food pantry. And,
when she was ready to shift her focus to
searching for a job, the Shelter provided
her with bus fare to interviews and
access to the computer lab in the
Family Resource Center.

As soon as she had the opportunity, Nelisa encouraged
her supervisor and coworkers to volunteer with the
Shelter. Not only did Paychex adopt an apartment,
they also sponsored a family for the holidays in 2018.
And, when they returned to us in early January to adopt
another apartment, they surprised us with a generous
matching gift in support of our program—$2,500!
We were so inspired by Nelisa’s story of strength and
success, and by the way she was able to give back to
the community. We hope you’ll be inspired to give in
some way as well.

D irector’s Corner
As you can imagine, a homeless shelter is an
extraordinarily stressful environment. We work with
people who have to deal with setback after setback,
helping them envision and plan for a prosperous
future for themselves and their families. I am awed
by their resilience, and the way they persevere in
the face of overwhelming adversity, not only in their
personal lives, but in a society in which the deck is
stacked against them.

looking to the future.
As a transitional
program, the Sixth
Street Shelter seeks long
term solutions for the
families who stay here
for a short term. I’m
glad to share that, for those who are willing to work
toward their goals, the future is bright.

A single parent needs to work two and a half fulltime jobs to afford to live in the Lehigh Valley. This
is a problem that goes unnoticed during this time of
perceived revitalization in downtown neighborhoods
throughout the Valley. Don’t get me wrong, it’s
wonderful to see these areas thriving again. But
it would be even better if there was space for our
families to thrive (and not just survive), too.
These challenges are bigger than our
Shelter. For my part, it’s a matter of

We couldn’t do all that we do by ourselves. Our
community of volunteers and donors give tirelessly
to make sure we are fully stocked with supplies and
are able to keep the lights on and the water running
for another day. I take solace in knowing that, with
their help, we will be here with open hearts and open
doors, ready to give families the resources they need
to move past this temporary setback and on to living
productive, rewarding lives.
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NEW EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT:
Heather Pritchard comes to us with three years of experience in
nonprofit fundraising and volunteer coordination. She graduated
from Temple University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Art Studio and a
certificate in Event Planning. Since returning to the Valley four years
ago, she cannot imagine a more perfect place for herself and her
family. Every day, she enjoys forming collaborative partnerships with
community members and working with them toward a common goal.
She is inspired by the families at the Sixth Street Shelter and excited
to be a part of our team. Welcome Heather!

Giselle Garcia began at the Sixth Street Shelter as an intern from
Lehigh Carbon Community College majoring in Human Services.
She has worked hard, balancing being a mother to her two boys
and her baby girl while finishing her internship hours and completing
her degree. She joined the staff as a counselor in 2018, soon after
completing her internship. Giselle enjoys spending her days helping
people and guiding them through their journey and transition into the
Shelter. We’re so glad to have her as a permanent member of our
staff. Welcome Giselle!

SPRING VOLUNTEER
DAY AND BBQ!

You’re invited to join us for
a picnic and spring cleaning
day at the Shelter on
May 18, beginning at 10 AM.

Some of the projects include: painting,
cleaning, organizing, weeding and planting.
Contact Heather Pritchard for more
information and to sign up:
hpritchard@caclv.org or 610-435-1490

APRIL IS VOLUNTEER
APPRECIATION MONTH!
We want to take a moment to recognize
the hundreds of volunteers who have
worked with us over the last year. These
special people make so much possible!
Whether it’s answering the phones,
gardening, hosting events or running the
food pantry, our shelter just wouldn’t be
the same without their tireless efforts.
From all of us, thank you!

EAGLE SCOUT SHOUT-OUT!
AIDEN
CHAMPAGNIEELLINGTON

worked on our center
hallway, providing
much-needed repairs,
including painting,
tiling and new stair
treads.

R.J. MAHAR

From Emmaus High
School, provided
baskets of essential
personal care items
for the homeless.

From Saucon Valley
High School, created
an outdoor food box
for our neighbors
to access the food
pantry during off
hours.

Thank you to Provident Bank
for awarding a generous grant of
$15,000.
Your
donation
makes so
much
possible!
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CONNER
MORGANDALE

YOUR DONATION MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE!
Whether it’s a monetary
donation or a gift-in-kind,
our generous community
of supporters enables us
to keep our lights on and
doors open to families
experiencing homelessness
in the Lehigh Valley. Please
consider making a donation
today by mail or online at
sss.caclv.org/donate
Financial support is our
most urgent need. However,
if you’re considering
donating items, please take
a look under Get Involved
and Gifts in Kind on our
website for an up-to-date
listing of the things we could
use. Thank you!

Kara and Jionni: “The Sixth Street Shelter
has been the stepping stone we needed. The
staff here are so supportive, they’ve provided
a lot of resources and encouragement.”

SIXTH STREET
SHELTER STAFF
Kristine Blasco, Director

Heather Pritchard, Development
and Volunteer Coordinator
Maria Ares, Office Administrator
Megan Brehm, Turner Street
Apartments Counselor
Giselle Garcia, Shelter
Counselor

Sixth Street Shelter
219 North Sixth Street
Allentown, PA 18102
610.435.1490
SixthStreetShelter.caclv.org
A program of

Roslyn Kuba, Ferry Street
Apartments Counselor
Dave Queen, Shelter Counselor
Caretakers: Casey Fuarl,
Carlos Martinez, Arelis Robles
Faye Quarterman

WE ACCEPT
New ONLY: Towels | Pillows
Twin sheet sets | Blankets or
comforters | Non-perishable food
Baby supplies (wipes & diapers especially size 5) | Mops
Brooms & dust pans
Tall kitchen trash cans
Tall kitchen trash bags - 13 gallon
size | Toiletries | Cleaning supplies
New and Gently Used:
Household items | Microwaveable
dishware | Plates, bowls, cups,
glasses | Plastic utensils and
dishes for children | Small kitchen
appliances | Utensils | Pots and
pans

The Sixth Street Shelter is a program of Community Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley (CACLV). CACLV is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization,
contributions to which are tax deductible to the fullest extent permitted by law. The official registration and financial information of CACLV may be
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll free 1-800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

